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A 
fter 9 months of detailed study the 
Scott Wilson report was presented 
to a public meeting at Radcliffe on 

Trent at the end of March. Overall it was 
well received and certainly attracted a great 
deal of interest with over 100 attendees.  
Funded by emda, Nottingham County 
Council, Rushcliffe Borough Council, the 
IWA and the Grantham Canal Partnership, 

the study consisted of two stages:  
Stage 1 of the study identified a definitive route 
for the Trent Link. Over the years many route 
options had been suggested but none had 
been subject to detailed analysis. This study 
looked at all the constraints and opportunities 
and recommended a definitive route. The route 
proposed is a new cut between Holme Pierre-

pont and Radcliffe on Trent, passing under 
the A52 in a new multi user culvert to the 
west of the existing Polser Brook culvert. 
The new cut would then run parallel to the 
Polser Brook joining the existing canal 
close to where the Polser Brook passes in 
a culvert under the canal below lock 4. 

WATER SUPPLY 
Stage 2 consisted of developing a concep-
tual engineering design for constructing a 
new link and restoring the canal from Lings 
Bar Bridge / A52 (6a) to Hollygate Lane 
Bridge (15), Cotgrave. A critical problem 
which needed dealing with related to water 
supply, this would be by means of an exist-
ing former colliery water main from the 
River Trent to Cotgrave or by means of 
lock back pumping. Most importantly creat-
ing a standalone link to Cotgrave is feasi-
ble and economically viable. The second 
stage also looked at a range of other is-
sues including proposals for a Green Infra-
structure Space using a restored Gran-
tham Canal as the framework. The devel-
opment of Green Infrastructure is now 
seen as essential close to urban centres to 
protect open land for both people and wild-
life. A green infrastructure master plan as a 
vision for the canal corridor between the 
Trent and Cotgrave has now been pro-
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GREEN LIGHT FOR LINK !!  
SCOTT WILSON REPORT PRESENTED TO PACKED HOUSE!  

YOU CAN NOW MAKE AN EVEN BIGGER DIFFERENCE!!!  

Go to p.7 and use the membership application to GIFT AID your subscription  

Two views of the Canal at Cotgrave 
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Current Affairs  

Lock 18  
 

The contractors, Morrison Construction, finished 

the construction of the new lock wall at the end of 

March. As you can see, it now looks fine and is 

being tested to ensure that there are no faults before 

being opened for use. Some landscaping work is 

still required and the contractors will return to com-

plete that in early summer when the grass has 

grown. We owe a debt of thanks to the IWA who contributed the legacy of Charles Woodman to the pro-

ject, east midlands development agency, Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership, British Waterways, John 

Moulsher ï who gave us access to his land, John Baylis and John Brydon. At a future date there will be a 

re-opening ceremony and the erection of suitable plaques to record the work. 

Landing Stages  
 

A new landing stage was installed during May just 

above Lock 18 at Woolsthorpe. This is a simple 

piled structure of about 20m long and was designed 

to facilitate easy access to boats on the canal. At 

Harlaxton, in conjunction with the local community, 

the village wharf was cleared of brambles, fenced to 

make it presentable area ï during May and June the 

wharf was piled and surfaced along the water-

frontage and everyone concerned should be proud of 

the result. In both locations experts were used to 

advise on the soil structure and wild-life habitat, 

looking particularly for water voles. None were 

found at either site. At Harlaxton we called in the Grantham Archaeological Group - the original wharf 

piling constructed from oak, had perished and needed renewing. This piling dating back to the early 19th 

Century has certainly lasted well - it is hoped that the new steel piled wharf lasts as long! The original 

wharf level was 300mm lower than current level and, since the canalôs closure in the 1920ôs, the site had 

been used as an informal tip! - the most interest-

ing find was a bottle of fluid with VAPO CRE-

SOLENE CO moulded into the bottle. It con-

tained laudanum and cocaine and was used in a 

vaporizer for relief of asthma, and was really 

good pain reliever. The message is donôt smell 

strange bottles you may find on old canal sites! 

The work was undertaken by Morrisons Con-

struction and funded by EMDA and WREN. 

Although we prepared the tender documentation 

and invited tenders the contract was managed by 

British Waterways. Phase 2 of the project will 

involve creating a community space is now being 

planned. Funding is being applied for by the 

Harlaxton Village community and a planning 

application has been submitted to South Keste-

ven District Council. It is hoped that the second phase which will see the wharf opened up to the public 

will be completed by the autumn of this year.As part of the planning application it has been neces-

sary to place a public notice in the Grantham Journal as the ownership of half the site is un-

known despite extensive enquiries. If anyone does know who owns the site, please contact 

Kevin Mann on 0791 2062064 or kevinmann@onetel.com. 

Boating on the Canal  
 

Now that  the landing stages have been installed British Waterways has agreed that the canal can be 

opened to limited boating activity. The GCS will be responsible for operation of the slipway at Denton 

Wharf and will encourage visits by boats capable of being launched from a trailer. These are usually re-

ferred to as óTrail-boatsô. Operation will be restricted to the 3 İ miles length between Woolsthorpe Top 

Lock and the A1 and dates when the slipway will be open will be announced soon. If you wish to bring 

your boat please contact us. Full details will be on  www.granthamcanal.com We are still hoping to in-

stall a pontoon at the A1 end of the canal. Tenders have been invited and we have a contractor ready to 

start. We now just need the funding ï pontoons arenôt cheap! The good news is an Expression of Interest 

application by the Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership to Lincolnshire Enterprise has been approved and 

a full application is now being submitted. What is also good news is that Lincolnshire County Council has 

agreed to provide the match funding. Hopefully by the middle of the summer we will also see this pon-

toon installed creating first class 3.5 mile navigation between Woolsthorpe & the A1. 

The Landing Stage 

at Woolsthorpe 

A newly restored 

Lock 18 

The Landing Stage 

at Harlaxton 


